
WITH THE MISSION’S HELP, WENDELL KINNEY
STOPS THE CYCLE OF DRUG ABUSE AND POVERTY

By H. Patricia Blackshire

ENDELL CLARENCE KINNEY, Sr., a DC native in
his mid-60s, calmly spoke about his past life
without flinching, as if he was telling someone

else’s story. In a way, he was.

His parents aban-
doned him and four
brothers. Around age
ten, he was sent to a
juvenile detention
center for stabbing
an elementary
school bully—with
two pencils—in self-
defense. As a young
adult, his life be-
came more unsettled
and directionless. He
overdosed numerous

times and had to be hospitalized and evaluated at a
psychiatric ward.

He married another drug-user, and together they had
five children (along with two he had from a prior rela-
tionship), until their marriage soured, and they sepa-
rated. Wendell revealed that she was not able to “kick
the habit” and passed away in November 2019.

Inspired to Change
What brought him to Central Union Mission? Wendell
saw one of his homeless friends, Leon, clean shaven
and well-dressed. Leon announced he had just spent
six months at Central Union Mission. Wendell says he
took one look at Leon and wanted what Leon had. The

next day, Wendell signed up for the Mission’s
Overnight Guest program, and he never missed a day.

His initial introduction to the Mission was challenging,
he says. He was not used to structure and following
the rules, which he blamed on his chronic drug use. He
went through a withdrawal period of excruciating pain
and insomnia. He began having suicidal thoughts and
was regularly counseled by one of the Mission pastors.

After three months in the Overnight Guest program, he
enrolled in what is now called the Restoration & Trans-
formation Program (RTP). The experience led him on a
spiritual journey—to seek God and to come face-to-face
with a lifetime of unceasing pain. After graduating from
the RTP in 2007, he lived at the Mission and received
stipends to help him commute to work. The day he was
ready to leave the Mission, a permanent job awaited
him.

Today, he is remarried. His second wife, Gwen, is also a
member of Shechem Covenant Outreach Ministries,
where they first met. According to Senior Pastor Tommy
Terrell, “Wendell and Gwen’s involvement in our Bible
study and outreach functions has strengthened
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Washington, DC, has one of the highest homelessness rates
in the country, but through your compassion,

God is transforming lives every day at Central Union Mission.



2

From the President

Their Witness Makes a Way

Thank You for Partnering to Change Lives in our Community.
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Want to Feel
More Alive?

You will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we take your gifts to those
who need them, they will thank God. 2 Corinthians 9:11, NLT
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Shechem. To God be all the glory that through embracing
the teaching of biblical principles, Wendell has turned his
life around and become a pillar of our congregation.”

Minding Their Business
Wendell worked for several years at an electrical company be-
fore striking out on his own. He became a master electrician
through training at Local Union #26, and together the couple
has owned Wendell and Gwen Kinney Electrical Contracting
Services for six years. Wendell plans to move forward with his

growing company and to help train disadvantaged men suf-
fering from homelessness and drug addictions.

Wendell is a living example of the kind of work and results
that Central Union Mission focuses on every day: meeting
people where they are in life, helping with their needs and,
through God’s grace, helping them become whole and
healthy. It is wonderful to see Wendell paying it forward. ■

H. Patricia Blackshire is a committed volunteer who blesses Central

Union Mission with her organizational and journalism skills.
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Lambert House

Helping Where it Counts

Living at the Lambert House
provides the men practical
and mentored experience
in navigating the challenges
of being responsible for
themselves.

OUR PROGRAM’S LAST STEP IS THE FIRST STEP TO
INDEPENDENCE
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Starting the Year Off Grateful
I’m trusting God’s promise in Proverbs 19:17, which says, “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD,

and he will reward them for what they have done.”
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Please Recycle

God bless
you for
caring!

GET INVOLVED! Please visitmissiondc.org/get-involved/volunteer to volunteer for these and other events.


